
Ethics is about relationships.

Ethics is about relationships – our relationship to ourselves 
and the lives we choose to live, our relationships with each 
other, and the world we all live in. 

The wonderful thing about being human is that we can think, 
we can feel, we can choose, we can learn and we can live a 
life with meaning. Our lives are ours. And the way we choose 
to live them can be considered and meaningful. 

Unique as individuals, we also have the privilege and 
challenge of being part of something greater than just us. 
We are not alone. Being alive means we are inherently in 
relationship with others the moment we are born. 

And together we exist in the context of our world – complex, 
changing, beautiful and sometimes, seemingly a bit broken. 
This is the unique experience of being human, and the very real 
complexity we navigate every day.

TH E ETH ICS CE NTR E

So what role does ethics play?

Ethics is where the values and 
principles we live by, and the 
challenges we face, push and 
pull against each other, urging 
us to choose, or to stand firm, 
or to grapple with the question 
– what is right? 

Ethics extends a great invitation 
we will never regret accepting – 
to know our world and ourselves.

Ethics shape the world we live in.

The choices we make, 
shape the world we live in. 
How we respond to pressure, 
how we engage with the 
unknown or opposed, and how 
we navigate complexity have 
an impact on our world.

Ethics are challenging and 
never neat. But engaging  
with the ethical dimension  
of life is where we can find  
the very best of ourselves.

Since classical times, philosophy has been fundamentally 
concerned with getting at the essential truths to the big 
questions of life, the universe and basically everything.  
For all the big words, large books and long beards, thinkers 
have simply been trying to help us know ourselves and  
each other, so together, we can live better lives. 

Ethics is at the centre of being human, and an essential part 
of everyday living. Join us as we explore together what we 
value, the principles we hold to, what a meaningful life is,  
and how to make our way through some of the most complex, 
ethical challenges we face in a modern and changing world.
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TO FIND OUT MORE, SUPPORT OUR WORK OR GET IN TOUCH.

Know Your World. Know Your Self.



ETHI-CALL

We all face tough choices 
where there seems to be no 
right option and no clear path 
forward. Ethi-call is a free, 
national helpline available 
to everyone. It is the only 
service of its kind in the 
world, providing independent, 
objective guidance on life’s 
toughest ethical challenges.

ADVICE & EDUCATION 

The workplace is where we 
encounter some of the most 
difficult ethical challenges of 
our lives. We provide ethics 
advice and education to help 
individuals and organisations 
navigate complexity and be 
consistent and ethical in their 
decisions and actions.

ADVOCACY PROJECTS

From education systems to the 
way countries are governed, 
sometimes the only way to 
improve lives is to effect ethical 
change at a systemic level. 
We create and contribute to 
local and global initiatives that 
place ethics at the centre of 
public life and spark positive 
social change. 

EVENTS + FORUMS

Talking about the things that 
matter can give us the insight 
and tools to work through 
ethical challenges in our own 
lives. We offer a program  
of innovative events that allow 
people to come together and 
explore the most important 
ethical issues we face today. 

Ethics is at the centre of being human.
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Ethics is about us all.

More than 25 years ago, philosopher and Executive Director 
Dr Simon Longstaff set up a humble circle of chairs in the 
centre of Sydney’s bustling CBD and invited people to join 
a conversation. Everyone was welcome. It was a safe place 
to talk about the things that matter – issues of concern, large 
and small, that cut to the heart and centre of being human.

Today, The Ethics Centre is a not-for-profit organisation 
developing a range of innovative programs, services and 
experiences, designed to bring ethics to the centre of 
professional and personal life, and align actions with values.

At our core, we remain committed to injecting a pause into the 
centre of public life and allowing people to stop, connect with 
others and explore the ethical dimension of our everyday lives. 
From those early days to now, we continue to work for a world 
where we know ourselves and others – where we have the 
courage to stand up for our values and principles, the wisdom 
to explore the unknown, the opposed, or the complex, and the 
imagination and heart to strive for the very best of all we can be. 

THE ETHICS  
OF ANXIETY

THE ETHICS  
OF EXTREMISM

THE ETHICS  
OF ONLINE DATING

THE ETHICS  
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THE ETHICS  
OF HAPPINESS


